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EMPLOYMENT 
Hiring disabled workers is good business decision 
By IKE WILSON News-Post Staff iwilson@fredericknewspost.com 



    Dan Kurtenbach will tell you that hiring people with disabilities is a good business decision. 

    Kurtenbach is president and CEO of Goodwill Industries of Monocacy Valley. 

    October is National Disability Employment Awareness Month, which offers a perfect opportunity to remind businesses that disabled workers can be assets to their operations, Kurtenbach said. 

    Goodwill has served Frederick and Carroll counties since 1969, providing job training and readiness programming, employment services, a “Wheels-to-Work” vehicle program, English-as-a-Second-Language classes, computer training, job coaching for individuals with disabilities and retail store training. 

    Revenues from the nonprofit’s five retail stores support these programs. 

    Goodwill encourages employers in the area to hire people with disabilities. 

    “People with disabilities are part of our large talent pool in this country,” said Cindy Freeman, Goodwill’s director of workforce development. “Statistics indicate that those with disabilities have above average records of job performance, attendance, dependability and safety and most require little to no accommodation to perform their jobs. 

    She said employers are beginning to recognize that with technological advances, people with disabilities can increase a company’s productivity. 

    Workers with disabilities bring a unique perspective to the workplace, adding to its diversity and vitality, Freeman said. 

    “We want the community to think of Goodwill when looking to fill a position at their business,” Kurtenbach said. 

    As part of National Disability Awareness Month, a panel will discuss hiring disabled people and how congregations and employers can create welcoming environments at 1:30 p.m., Oct. 25 at the Beth Sholom Community Center in Frederick. 
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Staff photo by Sam Yu Hiring people with disabilities is a good business decision for Goodwill Industries of Monocacy Valley. Working at the Goodwill retail store on Md. 85 sorting donated clothes Tuesday afternoon is employee and client Rachael Rollette. 

