BIO

Brenda Sheaffer
Brenda Sheaffer is a custodian at the New Executive Office Building at the White House complex in Washington, D.C. She grew up in Oxon Hill, Maryland -- the second of five adopted children. Her severe learning disability made it difficult for her to compete in the job market, so she joined Melwood, a non-profit agency, in 2000.  She worked as a custodian at the National Zoo and the Auditors Building before getting a security clearance to work at the White House complex.  Her professional success has allowed her to stop receiving government benefits and become a tax payer.  She moved out of her parent’s home and into her own apartment.  Sheaffer was invited to the White House and had the pleasure of meeting First Lady Laura Bush on February 11, 2008.  She has been featured in The Washington Post and in radio and TV ads for Melwood.
