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October is National Disability Employment Awareness Month. In commemoration, The Miami-Dade Business Leadership Network (MDBLN), a nonprofit which promotes employment for people with disabilities, will hold its second annual fundraiser and auction on Wednesday, Oct. 21 at Britto Central Gallery, 818 Lincoln Rd., Miami Beach.

Proceeds will benefit MDBLN's internship program, which encourages local businesses to employ individuals with a wide range of disabilities by reimbursing employers -- in full -- for the interns during a 240-hour program.

MDBLN works in partnership with Goodwill Industries of South Florida, Best Buddies, the MEED program at Miami Dade College and South Florida Workforce.

Honoree for the evening is Publix Super Markets. Event chair is Iliana Castillo-Frick . Individual tickets are $500 each. To attend, contact Debbie Courtney at debbiec@wilres.com or 850-386-2022.ARTISTS TO HELP

HOMELESS WOMEN

Over 30 contemporary performance artists will sing, dance, paint, drum -- and stir hope -- at the fifth annual Hope Blossoms: An Art Happening to benefit the Lotus House Women's Shelter in downtown Miami. The event takes place from 8 to 11 p.m. Fridayat the Margulies Warehouse, 591 NW 27th St. in Miami.

``This is an artistic adventure, the likes of which Miami has never seen,'' says Constance Collins Margulies , president of the Sundari Foundation, the nonprofit which operates Lotus House. Artists slated to perform include: The Fantastic Nobodies, Shinique Smith, and a drumming circle led by Ruben Millares and Richard Marquez . Women from Lotus House will participate in several performances and assist with the event's production. Art Miami, a sponsor of the shelter, has donated $10,000 to Lotus House in support of the event.

Established in 2006 in Overtown, the Lotus House is a transitional housing facility for homeless women and children, providing free housing for up to one year, in addition to meals, clothing, support services and resources. Tickets are $100 and can be purchased by calling 305-365-2478 or online at www.lotushouseshelter.org.

STATE REPRESENTATIVE

GETS BLACK BELT

Florida Rep. Luis Garcia of Miami Beach received an honorary black belt for community service during the Sept. 25 grand opening of Master Sang's TNT Martial Arts Center at 1420 Alton Rd. on South Beach.

The award was presented to Garcia by the honorable Paul Novack (former mayor of Surfside) and Master Sang Koo Kang , a martial arts master and operator of five martial arts schools in South Florida, including sites in Aventura (1826 NE Miami Gardens Dr.) and North Beach (7128 Collins Ave.). Garcia served as a Miami Beach commissioner, as well as the city's fire chief. Novack, who has trained with Master Sang, has a black belt in Tae Kwon Do.

Originally from South Korea, Master Sang, 42, has been teaching martial arts for 20 years. His client roster includes tennis champ Boris Becker and NFL hall of famer Jim Brown . Sang has appeared in several films, including 2008's Rush Hour 3. Master Sang's Martial Arts Center teaches children ages 3 and up and adults of all ages. Children study traditional Tae Kwon Do, while adults practice TNT, which is a combination of muay thai and Tae Kwon Do.

The South Beach location is open 10 a.m. to 8 p.m. Monday, Wednesday and Friday. For details, call 305-785-2286. For a complete listing of all Master Sang locations and classes, visit www.sangsacademy.com.

ANDERSON, RICH

TO HOST DINNER

Pamela Anderson and designer Richie Rich will host a dinner party to benefit People for the Ethical Treatment of Animals (PETA) on Wednesday at the W South Beach, 2201 Collins Ave. The event begins at 9 p.m. at Soleá (the hotel's Mediterranean eatery) with cocktails and a vegetarian feast by Executive Chef Michael Gilligan .

Afterward, guests will join Anderson and Rich at the W's Wall lounge, to celebrate Rich's newest clothing collection, A*MUSE, inspired by Anderson. Cost is $180 per person. Call 305-938-3111 or e-mail Katya@KNRfoodconcepts.com.
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