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U.S. Rep. G.K. Butterfield, D-N.C., visited the Eastern Carolina Vocational Center on Wednesday morning during the current Congressional break. 

ECVC President Daneel le Roux invited Butterfield to the center to show him what ECVC does. 

ECVC provides job training and employment services to people with disabilities in Pitt County and surrounding areas. It operates under several government contracts including battery packaging, custom framing and oil and lubricant distribution to give jobs to 230 people, most of whom have physical or mental disabilities. 

The non-profit company also trains people with disabilities for other jobs in the community and provides support and training for those jobs. 

“What you have here in Pitt County is very valuable,” Butterfield said. “We are trying to turn a few things around in Washington, and we are meeting some resistance. We have to do a better job of working with people who are disadvantaged.” 

Butterfield toured the Greene Street facility and talked to workers as they packaged batteries and crafted and packaged frames used by the military. ECVC is the largest supplier of batteries to the military. ECVC also sorts through commingled recyclables for local municipalities. 

“People with disabilities — if given the opportunity — can excel in government contract or any other type of job,” Bob Jones, ECVC executive vice president, said. 

“There is important legislation before Congress concerning the modernization of AbilityOne,” le Roux said. 

“ECVC has seven AbilityOne contracts, and we want all of our representations to see the impact these jobs have on people with disabilities,” he said. “The success and expansion of AbilityOne depends on strong support in Congress.” 

AbilityOne programs employ 43,000 people who are blind or have other disabilities working in jobs that provide goods and services to the federal government through companies such as ECVC. 

ECVC government contracts involve manufacturing, packaging, distribution and operating two facilities at Cherry Point Marine Base. 
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